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City of Demorest, Georgia 

Minutes from City Council Meeting 

July 6, 2017 

6:30 PM 

The Mayor and Council met for a scheduled Council Meeting on Tuesday, June 6, 2017. Present 

for the meeting was Mayor Rick Austin, Councilman Jerry Harkness and Councilman John 

Popham. Also present for the meeting was City Manager Kristi Shead, City Clerk Marlena 

Sosebee, Public Utilities Director Bryan Popham, Police Chief Robin Krockum and Fire Chief 

Ken Ranalli. Attorney Tony Tarnacki was present at the meeting for City Attorney Joey Homans 

and Councilwoman Florence Wikle was absent from the meeting.  

Mayor Austin said the invocation and led the pledge to the flag.  

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order. 

Mayor Austin stated he was very appreciative of the employees of the City of Demorest. The 

Glorious Fourth of July Celebration would not be successful if it was not for everyone’s 

particpation. Mayor Austin also expressed his appreciation to the GA DOT on making the road 

improvements of HWY 441 and working during a time where there is less impact on the City.  

Debbie Showalter was in attendance at the meeting and expressed her 'Thank you's' for closing 

off Sosebee Lane during the Glorious Fourth of July. She expressed her concerns also of the GA 

DOT and the time they are working. Mayor Austin stated the City does not have any control of 

the time they are working to pave the roads.  

Mayor Austin asked if there were any deletions or additions to the agenda. Mayor Austin asked 

for the water extension on Pea Ridge Rd to be added as #7 and to add #8 GA Power Tax Penalty 

Issue. Councilman Moore made a motion to approve the agenda as amended and a second was 

received by Councilman Popham. (3-0) 

This meeting was also a public hearing to address the intention to abandon a portion of 

unopened Maine Street and an unopen alley running parallel to Maine Street. Mr. Wink Verdery 

was present to speak on the behalf of James and Cheryl Kowalsky. The plat shows that a portion 

of the house exist in an unopened portion of the road. This becomes an issue with the title. In 

order for the closing of the house to be complete, Mayor and Council need to abandon the 

portion of Maine Street that is unopened. Councilman Popham made a motion to abandon a 

portion of unopened Maine Street and an unopen alley. A second was received by Councilman 

Moore. 
(3-0) 

Councilman Popham made a motion to approve the minutes from June 6, 2017 and a second 

was received by Councilman Moore. (3-0) 

City Manager Shead addressed the changes for the 2017 LMIG project with Mayor and Council. 

This project is to pave a portion of Georgia Street. The new bid came in at $46,000.00. Ms. 

Shead also recommended that the balance due (the amount above what was received through 

LMIG) be paid using SPLOST funds.  That amount is $15,206.04. Councilman Popham made a 
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motion to accept the change modification bid for the 2017 LMIG project. A second was received 

by Councilman Moore. (3-0) 

A discussion was had on extending the downstream section of HWY 365 sewer line extension. 

Ms. Shead stated if we were to use our City Engineers recommendation, the project would cost 

$81,465.00. This would be contracting the project out to a different entity. Since we have city 

staff that are capable of completing the project we are estimating the project to be less than 

$20,000.00. There would be 90 days required for permitting the project if moving forward and 

an additional estimated cost of amount $4,000.00 for permits. Councilman Moore made a 

motion to move forward with extending the downstream section of HWY 365 sewer line 

extension. A second was received by Councilman Popham. (3-0) 

Mayor Austin asked Council if they would like to start the road abandonment process on 

McMillian Avenue. Mayor Austin asked if there was anyone present at the meeting to discuss 

this topic.  

Matthew Crews (261 Blue Ridge Rd) came before Mayor and Council and stated his property 

dead ends at McMillan Avenue and he feels like the road should be abandoned considering the 

fact that the road has been unopened since 1968. He stated when he purchased his home they 

made the road serviceable themselves.  

Dr. Jennifer Betz came before Mayor and Council to encourage them to view other options other 

than to abandon the road. She stated that the consideration of public safety should be 

considered above all others.  

Chief Ranalli stated as of the meeting time that  if one of this trucks went onto McMillian 

Avenue for a call they would have to back out the truck since there is no turn around. A 

minimum of a 100 feet diameter cul-de-sac is required in order for the truck to turn around.  

There were several options that were discussed as possible solutions. Ms. Terry Benicheck 

requested there be a dead-end sign posted to limit traffic on the road. Mayor Austin stated he 

could have that completed. Mr. Crews then stated he was willing to take legal action to make the 

road abandonment happen.  

Councilman Moore made a motion for McMillian Avenue to remain unopened and do not 

abandon. A second was received by Councilman Popham. (3-0) 

City Manager Shead spoke on the water extension on Pea Ridge Road. If Mayor and Council 

decide to move forward with the extension this will eliminate a dead end that is in our water 

system. There are several in the area that are in need of water. The cost would be an estimated 

$34,242.16 but this does not cover if we were to hit rock and the permit cost. Councilman 

Popham made a motion to move forward with the water extension in Northern Hall County 

pending the appropriate financing. A second was received by Councilman Moore. (3-0) 

Councilman Harkness made a motion to waive the one day penalties (27.66) for 2016 GA Power  

due to receiving one day late. A second was received by Councilman Moore. (3-0) 

Councilman Popham made a motion to waive the one day penalties (15.98) on eight property tax 

bills. A second was received by Councilman Moore. (3-0) 

Attorney Tony Tarnacki stated to Mayor and Council that the City has been working with an 

outdated sign ordinance. They are working on a draft of an amended sign ordinance and should 
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have that available within a couple of days. Tarnacki stated the City can consider enacting a 60-

day moratorium on acceptance of application for variances on sign permits. This would allow for 

the review of the amendments to the sign ordinance and the two public hearings that are 

required. Councilman Harkness made a motion to approve the resolution of the mayor and 

council of Demorest enacting a 60-day moratorium on acceptance of applications for variances 

on sign permits.  A second was received by Councilman Moore. (3-0) 

Councilman Moore made a motion to move forward with the public hearing to amend the 

existing sign ordinance of the City of Demorest. A second was received by Councilman 

Harkness. (3-0) 

Councilman Moore made a motion to surplus a golf cart (EzGo – Serial #93793302596) owned 

by the City of Demorest.  A second was received by Councilman Popham. (3-0) 

Councilman Moore made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss potential litigation. 

A second was received by Councilman Harkness. (3-0) 7:55 PM 

Councilman Popham made a motion to reenter into open session. A second was received by 

Councilman Moore. (3-0) 8:18 PM 

There was no action taken at this time.  

Councilman Moore made a motion to adjourn the meeting and a second was received by 

Councilman Popham. (3-0) 8:18 PM.  

 

 

 


